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to Bradshaw's rhetoric. His preamble was enlivened by another protest from Lady Fairfax. When the name of the people of England was invoked, she called out, " Not half nor a quarter of them. Oliver Cromwell is a traitor." " Shoot the whore !" shouted an officer to his men.* There was a scuffle, but in the confusion Lady Fairfax managed to slip away.
Bradshaw could now proceed, but first the King nearly threw the court into confusion by an appeal to defend himself before the Lords and Commons. One of the commissioners, John Downes, was so moved that he protested against the impending sentence. In vain Cromwell begged him to be quiet, the court had to be adjourned, while the commissioners bullied Downes out of his scruples. Then they returned, and Bradshaw, prefacing it with a very long and tedious speech, read out the sentence of death. When he had finished and all the commissioners had stood up to record their approbation the King again tried to speak, but his judges were not going to prolong the risk. They knew too well the sympathy of the people was with him. Bradshaw called to the guards to remove the prisoner and they hurriedly dragged him away, drowning his protests with shouts of "Justice!95 and " Execution ! " But as he left the hall his voice was heard to exclaim above the uproar, " I am not suffered for to speak ! Expect what justice other people will have ! "
The next day, a Sunday, he was for the first time since he left the Isle of Wight allowed the ministrations of an Anglican priest - the Bishop of London, Juxon - while Hugh Peters, near by,